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YOUR CALLING 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Luke 1:26-38 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, 

a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 

descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, 

“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 

might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 

with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 

him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 

forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 
36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was 

said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever 

fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 

the angel left her. 
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In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

You don’t have to keep up with Major League Baseball to know that there are no 

women players. However, this past summer the Tampa Bay Rays invited a woman to 

batting practice. Not to work as a batboy. She was invited to pitch to the batters, to 

guys like Evan Longoria and Jose Molina. Chelsea Baker stands only five feet, two 

inches, but when she throws her knuckleball, batters have been known to weep. Her 

Little League coach was the great knuckleballer Joe Niekro. He’s the one who taught 

her how to throw that pitch where the ball doesn’t spin. It wobbles and floats and 

suddenly drops just as it reaches the batter. Chelsea pitched for her high school this 

season, not softball, baseball, varsity team, starting pitcher. Chelsea says that when 

Joe Niekro died, she vowed that she would perfect the pitch that he had taught her. 

Working at it, she has bigger goals in mind than just pitching batting practice for the 

Rays. She wants to play in college, maybe even professionally. She hasn’t heard from 

any college coaches yet, but she’s not worried. “If I don’t get any offers,” she says, “I 

can always just go to college for school. Or I can go to Japan and play. I can just get 

my education and get a job or something. I’m just going with the flow and seeing 

where things take me.” 

 

Chelsea is trying to remain realistic. She knows she’s a woman trying to succeed in 

what is still a man’s game. Is being a Major League pitcher really her calling? 

What is your calling? What are you meant to do with your days? You want to know 

this. There are times when you wish you could be more certain about what you’re 

supposed to be doing with your life. Sometimes the path you’re taking looks wrong or it 

looks scary, and you wonder if this is where you’re meant to go and what you’re 

meant to do. You wish God would send you some sort of announcement like He did 

for Mary. It wouldn’t have to be an angel. Just some way of letting you know for sure 

what step you should take next, which school, which job, which volunteer labor. What 

should you be doing with your time? Because if you’re doing what you’re meant to 

do, then it will be good, right? 
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What God was calling Mary to do was good. And what was He calling her to do? To 

be the mother of Israel’s Messiah, God’s Son, the Savior of the world. Gabriel said Mary 

was favored by God. Elizabeth would call Mary “blessed among women.” Mary herself 

would say later that “all generations will call me blessed.” What God was calling Mary 

to do was good. It was blessed by God. 

 

But that didn’t mean it was going to be easy or that it was always going to work to her 

advantage. We just have to look at a painting of The Annunciation to know that to be 

true. You can look at any artist’s version of that moment. Not one of them shows Mary 

jumping up and down or fist-bumping Gabriel. She takes this announcement quietly, 

solemnly, because it wasn’t going to be easy. Being an unwed, pregnant teenager is 

never easy in this world, especially in the Middle East.  

 

This pregnancy would be only the beginning of the challenges that would come with 

being Jesus’ mother. There would also come the fear of Herod the Great’s threat to 

Jesus’ life; the worry of 12-year-old Jesus lost though He was in the Temple with the 

teachers; the hurt and the grief of watching what her son would go through in His 

ministry, His suffering, and His dying. 

 

What this reminds us of is that when you follow where God is leading you, when you 

accept God’s calling for what you are to do with your days, it doesn’t mean it will be 

easy or that it will always work out to your advantage. We get this notion that when 

things are going well we must be on the right track. We have this idea that when we’re 

successful, God’s hand of blessing must be on us. We must be going in the right 

direction, the direction God wants us to go in, because, see, everything is working out. 

When things are going poorly, we tell ourselves that this couldn’t possibly be God’s 

calling or the direction He wants for us.  

 

If we go with that thinking, then what was Mary supposed to think when she was 

suffering embarrassment, fear, worry, hurt, grief just for being the mother of Jesus? 

What was she supposed to think as she watched her son suffer on a cross? That this 

couldn’t possibly be what God wants for my life. This couldn’t possibly be God’s calling 

for my life right now. 
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The thing is, that’s probably exactly what she was thinking. We do it, too. We think of 

our calling and make decisions about our calling as if Jesus had said to us, “And lo, 

success will be with you always to the very end of the age.”   

 

That’s not what He said!!  Not success but I, He said. I will be with you always. It’s what 

the angel told Mary. “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” When what God 

is calling you to do is hard, when there is no guarantee it will work out to your 

advantage, when it may even involve bearing a cross, this is His promise: He will be 

with you.  

 

That’s what the birth of Jesus promised. That 

God would be with us now in way that He 

had not been since the days when Adam 

and Eve walked the Garden of Eden. In fact, 

if you take a close look at Viktor 

Goncharov’s painting of The Annunciation, 

you can see Adam and Eve in the 

background. Significant! As God had once 

walked and talked with Adam and Eve, so 

with the coming of Jesus to this earth God 

would once again walk and talk with His 

people. As Eugene Peterson’s translation of John 1:14 says it so clearly: “The Word 

became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” And as Matthew 

records Gabriel’s announcement to Joseph: “He shall be called Immanuel, which 

means God with us.” By His death and resurrection He has made peace between you 

and God. God is with you. No matter what, no matter how difficult the task God is 

calling you to, He will be with you. 

 

God is calling you. He has already called you in Baptism to be His adopted children, 

to be in relationship with Him, not because you’re so good but because He is so good. 

He has called you to be the sworn enemies of the devil. He has called you to believe 

that even after your bones have turned to dust in the grave and been scattered to 

the four winds that you will stand in this flesh and live again on the New Earth, because 

the relationship God has established with you is meant to be forever.  
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Today He is calling you to believe that your sins really are forgiven. He is calling you to 

believe that He will be with you no matter what. He is calling you to believe that He 

comes to you in bread and wine. He is calling you to believe that He hears your 

prayers and your hymns. He is not promising you success, or that your life will be 

financially successful, or that your life will be filled with the luxuries of this dying world. 

But He is calling you to believe that He is with you and is working in your life and is 

working in this congregation and working in this neighborhood.  

 

So, what will your answer be to God’s calling, to what God is calling you today to 

believe and to say and to do? The Rite of Confirmation is a set of questions, most of 

which are the same questions that are asked when we baptize someone. The 

questions call for an answer. When Gabriel stood before Mary, God waited for an 

answer. The power of the Most High had not yet overshadowed Mary. She was not yet 

pregnant. God was waiting for Mary’s consent. He was waiting for her “Yes.”  

 

Seven times in the Rite of Confirmation, it calls for the confirmand to answer “Yes.” 

God’s calling to you and to me today waits for your “Yes” and mine. The thing no one 

talks about is the courage it took for Mary to say “Yes.” God-given courage. 

Extraordinary courage. The courage that comes when God promises that with Him 

nothing is impossible and that He will be with you. He who became flesh and blood 

and entered the neighborhood, though He knew it would mean His death, He will be 

with you. He will give you that courage to answer, “Yes, let me follow Your calling just 

as You say.”   

 

Amen 


